VIENNE

CHURCHES

L'’Abbaye de Ligugé
St Martin

South of Poitiers

L’Abbaye de Reau

North-east of Ruffec

Angles sur L’Anglin
St Jean

East of Poitiers

Antigny

South of St Savin de
Gartempe

Arcay

South-west of Loudun

The parish church of St Martin is XIVc, but it ibave
a VI/VIIc church/crypt where St Martin was venerite
A Xlc church was built but was almost entirely
destroyed during the One Hundred Years War. Only
the base of the bell tower and the North transegit w
remain.

See special booklet and ‘The Pilgrim’s Guide’ page
222 and 223
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Founded in the Xllc as an Augustine abbey, the

monastic buildings are now a private dwelling amel t
church is a ruined shell on their South side. Tinerch
has a flat ended apse with three windows and @stk
West door below a large Gothic window. There is a
single nave leading to the transept where therénare
side chapels. The Chapter House has been incogpor
into the house but part is visible.

o]

Of the original Romanesque church only a fine two
storey square tower and elements of the two trassep
remain. The remainder is XVc or later.

This small rectangular church has a stepped west d
Xllc style windows that are set high on the Northllw

of the nave and a flat ended apse. There is adraat

des Morts'.

[@)]

The Xllc church is in a hamlet to the east of thkage
of Arcay. It is an attractive church but it is alsho
derelict. There is a single nave with a west dbat t
has patterned stone work which is similar to stene

over the door of Saix church. There is a squaretow,




Aulnay

South of Loudun

Availles-Limouzine

South-east of Vienne

Beaumont
St Blaise

North-east of Poitiers

Beuxis

North of Poitiers

over the crossing and a rounded apse. On the Sout
side of the apse is a sacristy that was built |@erthe
south wall of the apse there is a lot of graffitt
includes circles and two fish. There is a smalitisou
door with a blessing cross to the right of it.

This small church is of Xllc origin. It has a small
rounded apse with modern modillions and a single
nave that has a bell wall. The nave has been teindl
the apse has been heavily restored leaving a hgildi
that has little character.

Of Xlc origin, very little remains of the original
church. It used to have three aisles. Only fodarsl
remain at the east end of the present nave; twtagge
and two slim. The remainder is XVc or later. Thisra
XVc crypt below the apse.

See leaflet

The original church had a single nave and a rounde
apse. It has been extensively rebuilt with Gotlaialts
and side aisles. The vaults over the crossing athi&
style but rest on pillars that are ‘grouped’ andéha
capitals that are similar to those at Jauny Clan.

This Xllc church has a single nave with plain wesd
south doors. The North wall has been rebuilt and

includes a very low archway. Over the South doer i$

thin line of interlacings. On the South wall are
modillons depicting heads. The tower and apse are
recent. By the South door are graffiti and on theebof
the South side of the tower there a lot of stars an
flower patterns.
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Bonnes

St André

East of Poitiers

Bonneuil- Matours

St Pierre

East of Poitiers

Le Boucher

North of Poitiers

Bouresse

South-east of Poitiers

This church has a long Xllc apse which is roundsd a
a Xlllc Romanesque style nave. At the crossing is &
cupola on trompes, but the tower above is XIXc. Theg
choir is similar to that at Bonneuil (86), with wliows
and blind arches that have short columns topped by
capitals. Also like Bonneuil, there are two decedat
columns; but these have two more columns above th
that rise up to the roof vaults. The West door is
decorated and it is set between columns with dapita
there are modillons above.

See leaflet

The apse and crossing, with the tower, are Xlle Th
nave was entirely rebuilt in the XIXc. The apséisgy
and rounded with capitals on the windows, one of
which depicts a head uttering foliage. The inteabr
the choir has blind arches and windows with small
columns and capitals; these mostly depict foliage b
there is one with a masque uttering foliage. At the
crossing are larger columns topped by capitals of
beasts and birds. There is a cupola on trompe$. Ha
way along the choir are two short, older looking,
patterned or twisted columns with worn capitals of
foliage. The columns resemble those in the choir at
Bonnes.

See leaflet

This church has a single nave. The West door iscXIV
in style. The apse is rounded and there is a huge
fortified tower over the crossing; It is probabigiin
the XIVc.

This church is of Xlc origin and it retains its [as
original plan. It has a large nave with side aislésere
are short transepts and a rounded apse. There is a

stepped South door between worn capitals. These

em



Bourg-Archambault
St Laurent

North of Conflens and L’Isle
Jourdain

Brux
St Martin

South of Poitiers and North
of Ruffec

Chalais

South of Loudun

Champagne le Sec

South of Poitiers

Champagne St Hilaire

depict foliage and there is a thin frieze of irdernhgs
to the side. The West door has a ‘billet’ pattemrtioe
arch and there are two capitals of horses (?)iand.|
The nave has circular columns topped by worn clapi
of foliage. There is a square tower over the cngssi

This church has a single nave with a stepped West
door. The door is between four foliage capitalse Th
nave, short transepts and apse appear to have bee
rebuilt.

This is a small, somber Xlc church with a singleena
and rounded apse. There is a South door with graffi
above it. There is a square tower at the cros#ing.
roofed with lime-scale tiles.

This church has a Xllic flat ended apse that hasethr
slim windows. There is a long single nave. The Wes
door was rebuilt in the XVII ¢ when small foliage
capitals were added to the sides; one has a smalbh
head.

This church has a narrow rounded Xlc apse withethr
windows between short pillars topped by foliage
capitals. The single nave is wider and has a steppe
west door between four capitals that depict foliagd
a large monsters face (one of each design eaclotid
the door). There is a square tower over the crgssin
The roof is covered with lauze tiles.

This church, which dates from the Xllic, is rectalagu
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with a single nave and flat ended apse; thereXifca




St Gervais & St Protais

South of Poitiers

La Chapelle Morthemer

South-east of Poitiers

Champiers
St Martin

South of Poitiers

Charroux
St Sauveur

North-east of Ruffec

rectangular chapel on the North side and a XVctong
the South. It was severely damaged in the Wars of
Religion. The West fagade has a central door betwe
two blind arches. The main door has decorated arcl
of foliage and winged dragons. The capitals tosiles
also depict dragons (to the right) and lions (I&fit)ere
is a re-used thin frieze of two horses (?) in tghtr
arch. Above is a line of modillons of heads and two
intertwined snakes (similar to the one at Vaux en
Couhé).

See leaflet

This church has a Xlic rounded apse. The nave has
been rebuilt. Around the top of the apse wall argé

capitals and modillons. One capital has two shejshe
The modillons include another shepherd, a goatslh

and a lamb’s head. There are a number of tacheaons:

Z on its side, = on its side, three Us and a citussigh
a loop.

This is a very small church with a single nave, a
rounded apse which has a cul de four vault. A sgco
aisle was added to the South side, the West dosr w
remade and the nave frescoed, all in the XVc.

This abbey, which had been one of the largest avst
beautiful in western France was almost totally
destroyed after the Revolution. Only the outlinehef
base of the apse and the inner ‘lantern’ tower ftioen
crossing remain; the latter is over the former tryje
tower of three storeys has particularly fine cdpithat
provided models for many later sculptures. Theyiate
interlacings in the main.

See ‘Haut Poitou Roman’ pages 134 to 139, ‘Poitoy
Roman’ page 33 and ‘Les Eglises Romanes en Polt
Charente’ page 72
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Chateau Larcher
Notre Dame

South-east of Poitiers

Chaunay
St Pierre

South of Poitiers

Chauvigny
Notre Dame

East of Poitiers

This was the former chateau chapel and it wasteder
into the North side of the chateau walls. The Nowt
was built in the Xlc and has three bays. In thec Xiie
church was converted to a two bay nave with side
aisles separated by pillars and with a rounded apde
two rounded side chapels. The choir and North dhap
were later destroyed; the South chapel is ruinbéd. T
West fagade was built in the third quarter of tHe Xt
has a stepped door with the arches sculptured with
foliage. A gloved hand (on the left side) and ratike
animals. There are fine capitals each side andrawa
frieze with small heads. Above is another friezkna
of modillons and two plaques with sculptures ofdiea
There are lots of scaffolding holes on the west and
south walls. There is a XIVc castle tower on thet§e
west corner of the church. In the cemetery is alleee
like Xlllc ‘Lanterne des Morts'.

See ‘Poitou Roman’ pages 33 and 34

The nave of this church is Xlc and has a couple of
original windows. On the South wall are two reused
sculptured stones; one is of a lamb, the othethas
birds. The West door is stepped and between worn
capitals; one has a ‘bogomil’ type man. Above lisa
of modillons including a horse with a billet. Insidre
four columns with large, very simply carved castal
similar to those from St Hilaire, now at Ste Croix,
Poitiers. There are two doors on the North walg t,m
the tower and one to the exterior. Both are deedrat
There is a XVc flat ended apse and an octagonadito
that replaces an eatrlier one.

=

This was the parish church. The apse and tranaepts
Romanesque. The apse has fine blind arches and
decorated windows — simple patterns. Above are fin
modillons. The lower part of the tower, which i©ab
the crossing, is Romanesque. At the chancel age fin
sculptured capitals. The remainder of the church is
XV/XVIc.
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Chauvigny
St Pierre

East of Poitiers

Chenevelles

East of Poitiers

Chiré en Montreuil

West of Poitiers

Chouppes

Between Poitiers and
Loudun

See ‘Haut Poitou Roman’ page 332

This former abbey church has some of the most
interesting Romanesque sculpture in Poitou outside
Poitiers. The church dates from the Xlc when tharch
and transept were built; it is possible that thetbay
of the nave is also from that period. The reshef t
nave is from the second half of the Xlic. The agse
rounded. There are three radiating chapels off the
ambulatory. The nave has side aisles. The more
interesting sculptures are the capitals of the
ambulatory. These depict biblical scenes. The abpit
of the nave are of foliage. There are many scudstur
on the apse. There is a record of the builder:rida$
me fecit’.

See ‘Poitou Roman’ pages 93 to 123 and ‘Haut Poit
Roman’ pages 206 to 231

Only the base of the tower and the west door ale. X
The remainder is XVc or later. The West door is
stepped with four decorated arches and two pairs o
columns topped by simple foliage capitals. Eack sid
and slightly above the door are two deeply recesse
windows. On the outer edges of the base of thertow
are thick columns topped by worn capitals.

This is a small church with a single nave. The West
facade has a stepped door. The apse is rounded. T
walls have been raised in the XIVc to provide a
defensive area.

This Xlic church was built with a single nave and a
South door. The apse is short and rounded. It has &
frieze around the top of the apse. There is a large
XVllc South chapel and a North side aisle. Theee ar

Q

D =




Civaux
St Gervais & St Protais

South east of Poitiers

Civray
St Nicolas

South of Poitiers

lots of graffiti on the apse: circles, a horsenafish
etc.

The church is on the South edge of a Gallo-roman
temple complex. That complex comprises a Fanum
(temple), Cella (central room), a Merovingian
baptismal font and a grave-yard, all dating from
between the | and Vics. The church has a roundsd ap
from the Vic, with fragments of a stella in the ¢ho
wall; This is inscribed with a Chrism, alpha, omagal
‘Aeternalis et Servilla’. The nave was built in thé&
with side aisles separated by round pillars witfe fi
sculptured capitals that are modeled on those gebe
at St Pierre, Chauvigny. There is a fine tower dker
crossing. The West facade is plain. Nearby is &hug
Merovingian cemetery.

See ‘Les Eglises Romanes en Poitou-Charente’ pag
75 and 76, ‘Poitou Roman’ page 34 and ‘Haut Poitou
Roman’ pages 72 to 77

The main interest is in the facade of this former
Benedictine abbey. However it should be notedttheat
entire fagade was rebuilt in the mid XIXc and tihat
was not rebuilt in accordance with its earlierestdathe
facade was originally from the second half of tH&e X
There is a stepped door with two wide arches to the
sides. The door has a tympanum, which is not Xllc.
The arches of the door have a multitude of scenes:
Christ with angels, Wise and Foolish Virgins, the
Assumption, Signs of the Zodiac, Angels playing
instruments, Vices and Virtues Wise Men of the
Apocalypse....Above is a line of modillons and then
three broad bays. The left one has a damaged
horseman, the central one has a window and thé rig
one has a number of statues.

=
=

See booklet, ‘Les Eglises Romanes en Poitou
Charente’ page 77, ‘Poitou Roman’ pages 34 and 35
and ‘Haut Poitou Roman’ pages 332 to 334
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Claunay

North of Poitiers

Colombiers
Notre dame

North-east of Poitiers

Dangé St Romain

North-east of Poitiers

Doussay

North of Poitiers

Fontaine le Conte

West of Poitiers

This church has a short, rounded apse with a baind
decorative ‘studs’ between the windows. There are
graffiti crucifixes on the buttresses. There igjase
tower over the crossing and a single nave with a re
made West door and a modern South door.

The single nave is Xllc and the choir is late
Xll/earlyXlllc in Romanesque style. The West do®r
stepped with geometric patterns on the arches. The
North door, also with geometric decoration, hasmbeeg
largely obscured by a XVc buttress. The roundedrch
has modillons and some worn capitals. Inside, taan
interest lies in the two large sculptures in baythea
East end. To the left, the Angel Gabriel; and ® th
right, Mary. There are a number of good capitals
including depictions of sirens and lions.

See special leaflet, ‘Haut Poitou Roman’ pagesé$88
334 and ‘Les Eglises Romanes en Poitou-Charente
page 78

This Xllc church had a single nave and a roundese 3
A side aisle was added to the South side and edgiof
has destroyed the original character of this church

This Xlic church has a XVc side aisle. The NortHIwa
was rebuilt in the late XXc. It has a fine squaredr
with blind arches at roof level and pairs of window
above. There is a flat ended apse and small trés1sey;
The West door is XVc.

This is a former Augustine abbey and is large and

austere. The West fagade is almost plain. The isave
high and broad. The rounded apse has seven large
windows. Off the very large transept are two chapel

=
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Frontenay sur Dive

South of Loudun

Gencay
Notre Dame

South of Poitiers

Genouillé
Notre Dame

North-west of Ruffec

La Grimaudiére

North-east of Poitiers

Ingrandes

North-east of Poitiers

There is no interior decoration.

See ‘Poitou Roman’ page 35 and ‘Haut Poitou Rom
page 335

Q

This church has a long, rounded apse with the ratan
of a frieze depicting a zig-zag pattern. There are
modillions. Over the crossing is a truncated towée
original nave has XVlic side aisles. The West deor
stepped with worn capitals and a frieze of intexlax
the right. Inside the church there are capitals tthae
simple foliage patterns.

a

This church is of little interest. Of XllIc origiit,has
been extensively rebuilt. It has a single navexdepts
and a rounded apse.

Only the West facade is of real interest. Therefiae
decorated doorway below a line of modillons. There
are sculptured scenes of biblical figures: Moséis, E
David with a harp, Christ giving a blessing andthe
sides, a frieze with lions and griffins. Therems a
octagonal tower.

This is a small Xllc church with a single nave. fidis
a stepped West door but there are neither columns |n
capitals. Above is a small bell wall. The apsehiars
and rounded and without decoration.

The West and North walls are Xlc and are built of
small, even stones. The West door is simple with an
arch with a gentle zig-zag decoration. Above are

vestiges of two original windows and the remaina of
small sculptured plaque that has been defaced, but

10



L’Isle Jourdain
St Paixent

South-east of Poitiers and
North-east of Ruffec

Jardes

East of Poitiers

Jazeneuil
St Jean Baptiste

South-west of Poitiers

which appears to have depicted Christ between twg
angels. The North wall shows the outlines of tholee
windows high up. The apse is rounded. The South w;
appears to have been rebuilt, using large blocksen
Xlllc. There is a Xlllc/XIVc door in it and a tachen
on a buttress: an X below a line.

See ‘Haut Poitou Roman’ pages 78 to 81 and ‘Les
Eglises Romanes en Poitou Charente’ page 80

The church is in the old (upper) town. It is in@op
state of repair (2001), but the facade, apse, ¢@as
and tower appear to be Xlic. The West door has fol
polylobed arches. It was a priory church from 1110.
Inside there is one sculptured capital on the Nsidk
of the crossing. It depicts an unusual capitalaf t
snakes talking to two heads; one head has a fetde
it; the other has a lion’s body.

-

See leaflet

Q)

This church has a rounded apse, a single naverand
octagonal bell tower. The tower is above the West d
which is plain. There are two modillons on the towe
depicting twins and an animal’'s head and one, eehar
on the apse.

This was formerly a priory church that was a
dependency of Chaise Dieu. The church was heauvil
restored in the XIXc; as the result it is not cleduat is
Romanesque. The pillars down the side aisles dre.
West fagcade has a central door between blind arché
all have carved capitals and look to be autheihe.
North transept collapsed in the XVlic. The outside
the apse is attractively decorated and in the ¢hene
are decorated windows above blind arches. At the
crossing is a cupola on pendatives.

e

See ‘Les Eglises Romanes en Poitou-Charente’ pag

al

p82

‘Poitou Roman’ page 36 and ‘Haut Poitou Roman’
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Jaunay Clan
St Denis

North-east of Poitiers

Latus
St Maurice

North-east of L’Isle Jourdain

Leigné les Bois

East of Poitiers

Lencloitre
Notre Dame

North of Poitiers

pages 335 and 336

This is a former Benedictine priory that was a
dependency of Bourgueil. Of the Xic church only the
base of the tower remains. It is at the crossirth wi
cupola on trompes that fall onto clusters of three
pillars, topped with simply carved capitals demigti
lions, foliage, etc. They are similar to those at
Beaumont. The single nave is Xllc. The West door i
late Xllc in style and it is between pairs of cohsn
that have very worn capitals of fluted foliage. Epese
is XIXc (1871).

The West end of the nave is XIXc. The Eastern lay|
the nave is Xlllc, but it is Romanesque in styleept
for the roof vaults. The chapel is rounded andajhse
is polygonal. Over the crossing there is a cupbieere
1 are two Romanesque altars, both recently restored.

See leaflet

Only the square tower over the West door is XHc. |
has blind arches with small columns and simple
capitals. There are some modillons on the towee. T
West door is XVllc.

This is a ‘daughter’ foundation of the abbey of
Fontevrault and it dates from the early Xlic.ltgaly
retains its original form except for the defendveers
at the West end. It has a nave with side aislassépts
with a rounded side chapel on the North side and a
rounded apse. There is a square tower over the
crossing. Because of the poor quality of the stoae
was used it weathered poorly and much has been
refaced or, in the case of the interior sculptulagely
replaced. The West facade is therefore undecorate
There are modern modillons on the North wall of thé
nave and around the apse. The capitals in thearave
not interesting, but those in the choir windows #rey
depict foliage and a head uttering foliage. Theee a

1%

(7]

o

I

1S

A} %4

12



Leugny

North-east of Poitiers

Loudun
St Jean

North of Poitiers

Lussac les Chateaux

South-east of Poitiers

Lusignan
Notre Dame and St Junien

South-west of Poitiers

also capitals at the crossing. There is a cupola on
pendentatives. There is a good North door which is
stepped and a sealed South door that led to the
cloisters.

See ‘Haut Poitou Roman’ page 36 and leaflet

This Xllc church has a single nave, a short, rodnde
apse, transepts each with a rounded side chape an
square tower with a spire over the crossing. Theto
has pairs of blind arches below pairs of windows an|
scallop-patterned stonework. The South door was
remade in the XXc and overall the church has been
heavily restored.

(@)

Only the shell remains of this Xllc chapel. It ¢ofless
and without a West wall or apse. There is a thege b
nave and a square tower over the crossing. It la@as t
property of the Knights of St John of Jerusalem and
later of Malta.

Originally a Xllc church, it has been almost erljire
rebuilt. The fagade around the West door, which is
plain, is of Xlic character with two tall flat budsses.

The apse, which is rounded with large windows, was
constructed in the Xlc on the crypt. The crypt bgsat
columns and simply carved capitals that divide the
three aisles. Over the crossing of the churchcigpmla
on trompes. There is a single nave and an attectiv
north door. The South door is XVIc. The nave and

North transept are Xllc

See ‘Les Eglises Romanes en Poitou-Charent page
‘The Pilgrim’s Guide’ pages 36 and 37, ‘Poitou
Roman’ pages 36 and 37, ‘Haut Poitou Roman’ pag

D

34,

336 and 337 and leaflet
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Marigny

North-east of Poitiers

Marnay

South of Poitiers

Mauprevoir

South-east of Poitiers

Mazerolles

South-east of Poitiers

Mazeuil

North-west of Poitiers and
south of Loudun

Mignaloux

~

This church has a single nave and a rounded apte,
it has been extensively restored. The nave is loavy
and the West door is also remarkably low; it isaien
two short columns. There is a square tower over the
crossing. As a whole this church is too restoreleto
very interesting.

The church probably dates from the late Xlic. I laa
single nave and a rounded apse. The West facade h
three flat buttresses and a small, plain door@Nbrth
of the two bays. Right across the facade abovdadbe
is a line of modillons interspersed with sculptured
plaques, each different: interlacings, flowers &twe
modillons include a musician with a lute, a pigirega
large object, a sheep’s head etc.

This was originally built in the Xllc, but sincedh it
has been mostly rebuilt. Elements of the roundee a
and North wall of the nave are Romanesque; but th
mid sections of the South wall are modern. It ifitdé
interest.

O

112

This is a small chapel with a single nave andta fla
ended apse. There is a bell wall over the West.dbor
has been much restored. Over the door are tacheron
11x" 1xb.

This Xlic church has a rounded apse and a singie;n
but it has been entirely rebuilt. There are twacXIll
modillions on the South wall. Otherwise the chusch
of little interest.

[}

as

This Xlic church has been almost entirely rebditie
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South of Poitiers

Millac

St Grevais & St Protais

North of Conflens

Montcontour

North-west of Poitiers and
South-west of Loudun

Monthoiron

East of Poitiers

Montmorillon

Notre Dame

South-east of Poitiers

Montmorillon

St Laurent

only original elements are the arch over the West d
and two short friezes of interlaced leaves each sid
the door.

This church has an apse that was built in the Mlis.
rounded, but it has no feature of interest insideut.
The nave, tower and West door date from the XVc.

This is a Xllc church. It has a rounded apse with
modillions round the top of the wall. The transleas a

modern spire over the North transept. The singlena

is long and has a stepped door on both the Nodh ar
West sides. The North door has capitals with faiag
and lions, whilst the West door has foliage capital

There is a small blind arch each side of the West.d

The nave of this church has been destroyed. The
remainder is mostly XlIc. It comprises a long apse,
transepts and a tower over the crossing. The apse i
rounded and it has a line of modillons; these depic

heads of men and beasts. There are also the reafain

modillons on the South transept. The interior isitdé
interest as the result of over-restoration.

The rounded apse and side chapels off the tranaep!
late Xlc. They are significantly out of line withe
single nave, which is mostly Xllc. The West facagle
XIVc. The crypt is dedicated to Ste Catherine.ash
fine late Xll/earlyXlllc frescos of Ste Catherindite.

See leaflet, ‘Poitou Roman’ pages 38 and 39 andtH
Poitou Roman’ pages 337 to 339

This is part of a XIlc monastic hospital that was
founded by Robert le Pieux. The ‘chapelle’ hasa fi
facade with a frieze depicting the childhood ofi®hr

-

o
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Montmorillon

‘The Octagonal’

Monton

Northern extremity of
Vienne

Morthémer

South-east of Poitiers

Mouterre-Silly

South of Loudun

The tower is Xllc; it has two blind arches on thesiv
and South faces below two windows in the octagon
upper storey.

)

[7))

See ‘Haut Poitou Roman’ pages 337 to 339 and ‘Le
Eglises Romanes en Poitou-Charente’ pages 85 and

This was formerly the funereal chapel. Until 1864 i
was frescoed. The building appears to be influetge
the design of the Church of the Holy Sepulcher,
Jerusalem. There are figures of four men, an aagel
four women over the West door. There are many
modillons.

-

See ‘Les Eglises Romanes en Poitou-Charente’ page

85 and 86, ‘Poitou Roman’ pages 38 and 39 and ‘Haut

Poitou Roman’ pages 337 to 339

The Xllc church was built over a spring. There is a
single nave and a flat ended apse. The bell tosvatr i
the South-west corner of the church. There is no
external decoration and it appears to have eiteenb
rebuilt or very heavily restored in the XIXc.

This church is on a cliff and adjoins the chatdbbas
a small Xlc crypt with a main aisle and two tingesi
aisles divided by squat columns with simple pagdrm
capitals. There are XllIc frescos that show Clwith
an angel and the symbols of St Mark and St Luke. T
apse of the church is short and of Xllc origirhais
been much restored. The nave is Xllic; it, too, was
heavily restored in the XIXc. There is a squareiasq
tower and lots of modillons.

This church has a Xllic flat ended apse that hasethr
slim windows. There is a square tower over the INort

—

86

2S

transept. The single nave was rebuilt in the XV/&¥3/1
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Notre Dame du Pin

West of Poitiers

Nouaille-Maupertuis
St Junien

South of Poitiers

Ouzilly-Vignolles
St Martin

South-west of Loudun

Oyre
St Sulpice

North-east of Poitiers

This former abbey is now in private hands. The
monastic buildings are post-XVllc. The church was
built in 1120 by Cistercians and it was ruined by
Huguenots in the Wars of Religion. It was rebunlt i
1649 but was ruined again after the RevolutionyOn
the outer walls of the church remain.

This is a large abbey church. Within a XIVc foetdi
wall and moat about two kilometres from the sit¢hef
battle of Poitiers (1356). In 830 the body of tkeerhit,
St Junien (520-587) was buried in the crypt beloev t
present church. His tomb with original frescos is
behind the main altar. St Junien founded the avfler
‘Ste Marie d’Evescault’. The high nave with two
narrow side aisles is Xlc as is the transept. Thest\W
bay of the four bay nave is Xllc, as is the tovidre
choir was rebuilt in the XVlic. The North wall die
nave outside has fine bays on three levels.

See ‘Les Eglises Romanes en Poitou-Charente’ pag
and ‘Haut Poitou Roman’ pages 82 to 87

This is a small Xllc chapel with a modern bell wall
over a plain West door. There is a single navelthat
flat buttresses on the North side and a large XIXc
building on the South side. The apse is short,dedn
and without decoration.

This church dates from the late Xlc. It has a raashd
apse with two rounded side chapels. There is desing
nave with a large porch area on the South-wess sifl¢
the church; it has some similarities with the paaich
Avon la Roche (86). The West door is plain; Thera i
XVlllc South door and a fine square tower over the
crossing; it has blind arches in trios below pairs

A} %4
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Payroux

South of Poitiers

Plaisance
Notre Dame

North east of L’Isle-Jourdain

Poitiers

Notre Dame la Grande

1 Above these is a line of modillions depicting birds

windows. On the apse are a number of replacement
modillions including an exhibitionist, an upsidewio
man and heads of people and animals. The main
interest is in the capitals in the nave which idelu
images on a series of non-religious themes.

See ‘Haut Poitou Roman’ page 339

Originally a Xllc church, it has been significantly
altered. The flat apse is XVc; the square tower is
probably XIXc. There is a single nave which is et
by descending several steps. It has engaged coloim
Xllc origin, but with XIXc capitals. The steppedalo
is between two blind arches each badly obscured by
huge buttresses. There is one good capital of a
guadruped. There are six modillions depicting head
over the door and two on the North wall depicting a
monster’'s head and a coiled snake. The walls of the
nave have been raised in the XlIVc.

]

[92)

This church dates from the Xlllc but it is Romanasq
in character. The West door is between two large

damaged capitals — lions and the Pascal Lamb. Abg
are two sculptures — a dancing maid and a soldier.

heads of men, animals, an acrobat etc. There aseb
to support beams on the West and South walls. AcX
house is attached to the flat ended apse. Thedntdr
the church is without character.

= O

Its size does not live up to its name. The buildhthe
church was begun in the Xic; the last two baysef t
nave and the West fagcade are Xllc. The cloistelistwh
used to be on the North side of the church were
destroyed in 1859. The facade is of special inteties
central window was not in the original plan. At tiop
is Christ within a mandorla. Below are the twelve
apostles with St Peter top left. Below are a nunaber
scenes: the Garden of Eden (left), Old Testament
figures, the Annunciation, the Visitation (centight),
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Poitiers

St Germain

Poitiers

St Hilaire la Grande

the Nativity and Christ being bathed (right). Tlave
has nine bays and two narrow side aisles. The South
door and the porch are XVc. The interior frescoing
dates from 1851. The choir is rounded with a
ambulatory separated by columns that have fine
capitals; these depict foliage in a ‘Corinthiarylst
There is a small crypt which has some Xlic fresas
four saints.

See booklet, ‘The Pilgrims’ Guide’ pages 276 t0,283
‘Poitou Roman’ pages 63 to 91, ‘Haut Poitou Roma
pages 187 to 192 and ‘La Fresque Romane’ page 1

N =

This Xlic church is now an auditorium for the nearb
music school. The apse and the North side chagel a
rounded and are from the Xllc The former retaiss it
modillions and a capital that has finely carvedaipé.

=

See ‘The Pilgrims’ Guide’ page 280

This large Xlc church was a centre for pilgrimage i
the Middle Ages. The ‘old’ part comprises the small
crypt with the reliquary of St Hilaire, the choiittva
ambulatory, the four radiating chapels and the base
the former bell tower. The remainder was rebuilt
between 1850 and 1875 in Romanesque style. The
choir is divided from the ambulatory by old wrought
iron-work and large pillars that have simply carved
capitals. There are a few ‘historic’ capitals; #neepict
the death of St Hilaire, The Flight into Egypt and
Daniel (?) with lions. The apse and exterior of the
chapels are very attractive with fine capitals and
modillions, including one capital of foliage indwed
‘UGO MONEDARIUS’ (Hugo the Treasurer, who
worked 1067-90). The modillions include heads of
horses. On the South transept are some tacherdns:
T and a burial niche with short pillars and googitads
and a fine lid to a tomb. By the South side chajsets
plaque to ‘SALOMAN’ from the Xc. On the side of the
remains of the bell tower is a frieze that includes
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Poitiers

St Jean’s Baptistery

Poitiers

St Jean de Montierneuf

Poitiers

dromedary.

See ‘Haut Poitou Roman’ pages 173 to 183, Poitou
Roman’ pages 47 to 61, ‘La Fresque Romane’ page
148 and ‘The Pilgrims’ Guide’ pages 278 and 279

This is one of the oldest places of Christian wipréh
France. It is of Merovingian origin and its foundat
are IVc. It is essentially rectangular, with a simal
Southern niche chapel. Above this, on the extesi@,
a number of friezes. Over the West door is a lihe o
modillions that include interlacings, a ram ancoaske
with a billet. There is a small bell wall (but nells).
The interior is frescoed There is a central bapdlsm
font.

See ‘Poitou Roman’ page 41, ‘The Pilgrims’ Guide’
page 277 and ‘La Fresque Romane’ pages 147 to 1
and 103 to 104

N

The West facade of this church has been rebuilt
incorporating decorative stones from elsewhere. The
church was a Benedictine priory. It has a wide nave
with side aisles leading to transepts each with a
rounded side chapel and a choir with a ambulatbry;
has three radiating chapels. The choir has ladtggi
and is Xlllc (Gothic), but the chapels and ambulato
are Xlc. Around the sides are arches with short
columns and capitals; some are modern copies; they
include a pair of elephants. The exterior is ativac
with fine capitals and modillions.

See leaflet, ‘Poitou Roman’ pages 41 and 42, ‘Haut
Poitou Roman’ pages 199 to 201 and ‘The Pilgrims
Guide’ page 280

Destroyed in the 1880s, it once stood between St
Hilaire le Grand and St Porchaire. It had a rounded
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St Nicolas

Poitiers

St Porchaire

Poitiers

Ste Radagonde

Poitiers

Hypogee des Dunes

apse and a rounded side chapel. Inside were large
columns and Corinthian style capitals. Outside were
slim columns and foliage capitals. The apse hadea |
of modillions round the top edge and a further ring
over the top of the choir.

Only the bell tower over the West door is Xlcdt i
square and of four storeys. Each side of the digor a
pairs of columns and capitals; the depict Daniel in
mandorla between lions, beasts and birds. On ththN
side is a frieze with interlacings and a crocodileere
are also a number of modillions depicting headshén
choir is the plain sarcophagus of St Porchairer@ s
a tiny crypt.

See ‘Poitou Roman’ page 42, ‘The Pilgrims’ Guide’
page 281 and leaflets.

Of the Romanesque church two elements remain; b
date from the Xlc. The apse is rounded with side
chapels over the crypt and the tower at the Wakt en
though the door of this is in ‘flamboyant’ styletiwi

statues that were remodeled in the 1850s. The crypt

comprises a central bay with the Xlc sarcophagus q
Ste Radagonde and a low ambulatory with three
radiating chapels. The tower is four storeys highn w
fine bays and arches. In the porch are two basfseli
probably from an earlier doorway. One is of Chinst
Majesty, the other is of Ste Radagonde or Maryhén

choir are some large columns topped by broad dapis

these are of Daniel and lions and the Garden ohEds¢

See Poitou Roman page 41, ‘Haut Poitou Roman’
pages 187 to 192 and ‘The Pilgrims’ Guide’ page3 2
and 281

Built early in the XXc, this site houses early Mield
Age sculptures. It also contains a small subteemane
chapel.

(o)

—h

a
5>

A} %4

fa'a)
oo

21



Poitiers

‘Trois Pilliers’

Pouillé
St Martin

East of Poitiers

Pressac
St Just

South of Poitiers

Princay

St Gervais & St Protais

One of three pillars that were recorded on theisite
1750 remains. They were part of the domain of St
Hilaire to which offenders found guilty by
ecclesiastical courts were sent to be pilloriece Th
column has a foliage capital, one of pigs and ottle &
pair of birds.

A small village church, it has a flat ended apsthwi
three tall windows. There is a low, square towesrov
the crossing; it has pairs of windows. Below thedo
is a cupola supported on arches. The nave is ahdrt
has been extensively rebuilt with a modern Nortbrdo
On the North wall are two re-used plaques; ond & 0
snake in a tree between two crosses; the othéiis o
seated figure between two men with hunting dogs. |
the choir, on a buttress on the North wall, is an
inscription between two crosses.

=]

This church was built in the second half of thecXIt
has a stepped West door with blind arches each sid
The arch to the right is obscured by a large XVc
buttress; the left has been destroyed. The artteof
door has a rim of small lions. To the sides ofdber
are two capitals including one showing a lion eatin
man. There are two bas-relief plaques of headsiage
foliage. The exterior of the nave has, on the NosH,
a number of large blind arches below a fortifiegaar
There are modillions on this wall and on the West
facade. The nave has six bays; it is broad and lesd
narrower, flat ended choir; the choir is Xllic. Thave
has large columns topped by simply carved capitals.

D

<

The apse is Gothic. The nave is Xllc, but the Vdestr
below the porch is probably XVic. The North wall of
the nave has been rebuilt as has part of the Seaith

22



North of Poitiers

Raslay

Northern extremity of
Vienne

La Roche Posay

East of Poitiers

Roiffe

At the Northern extremity of
Vienne

Romagne
St Laurent

South of Poitiers

Rossay

North of Poitiers

There is a cupola on pendentatives at the crossidg
square bell tower. Just West of the tower is adiroa
low arch.

This is a small chapel outside the present villdtgeas
a rounded apse with some large modern windows.
There is a single nave with a bell wall over thestve

end. The West door has decorated arches and a fri¢
of interlace to the right of the door. There isffitison
both sides of the doorway.

137

This church is perched on a cliff above the river
Creuse. Most of the church has been rebuilt. ltshas
single nave and a flat apse. The tower over thesarg
is Xllc. It has blind arches, a sloping roof anduanber
of modillions.

Only the West bay of this church is Romanesque; th
remainder was built in the XV/XVlics. The west bay
contains the South door and one small Xlic window
The door has an arc of geometrically patternedeston
work above it.

=

<

This church has a Xlc rounded apse with a huge XI
buttress that obscures part of the window; the and
has a capital with two small figures. The East pért
the nave is also Xlc. The tower and West end were
rebuilt in the XVIlic. A North aisle was added imet
XIVc. There are some modillions depicting heads
including one of a horse.

This Xlic church has been extensively altered. The
apse is XVc; the nave South wall has been partially
rebuilt; the West door below a porch is late
Xlll/earlyXIVc.
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St Benoit
St André

South of Poitiers

St Chartres

South of Montcontour

St Léger de Montbrillais

North-east of Thours

St Martin I'Ars

South of Poitiers

St Maurice la Clouére

The church is dedicated to St André, but it is ndume
after St Benoit de Quincay. The church is of Xlc
origin, a Benedictine Priory built on the site dfHc
church. It has a four bayed nave, a rounded apbe a
two side aisles There is no interior decoratior,there
is a fine West facade with a stepped door which has
fine capitals and two blind arches. To the Sou¢hthe
remains of the cloisters, which retain some good
capitals showing two doves with a chalice, the
Annunciation etc

-

See ‘Les Eglises Romanes en Poitou-Charente’ pag
and ‘Haut Poitou Roman’ pages 339 and 340.

2

This church has a rounded apse and a single Xlle n
with a XVc South door and aisle. On the South wall
some Xllc modillions have been re-used; they inelu
one depicting twins. There is a modern tower oker t
crossing.

[}

-

Only the short, rounded apse and the west facade a
Romanesque. The apse is without decoration and it
appears to have been heavily restored. The Wemsdéag
may have been rebuilt, also; however it retains the
Romanesque character. The door is stepped with fg
decorated arches. There are three capitals rergainin
They depict figures and animals in scenes that warn
the evils that may befall man.

=

—

This church dates from the Xlc. It has a singleenav
and a plain fagade with a couple of worn capitals.
There is a square tower. It has all been rebuilt.

nr

This is a former priory church that was a depengenc
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South of Poitiers

St Pierre d’Exdeuil

South of Poitiers

St Pierre lés Eglises

South-east of Poitiers

St Sauvent
St Sylvain

West of Poitiers

of St Cyprien de Poitiers. It is strikingly widedathere
are no right angles! The nave has two broad selesi
the floor of the North one is about a metre lovant
the remainder of the floor. The aisles are divided
large columns with fine, but simple sculptures. The
choir is rounded with a cul-de-four vault and the

transept arms are rounded (see Marignac (17))eTher

14

are two side chapels. The South transept has a XIll
graffiti of boats setting off for the Crusades. Sideé,
the West fagcade has a plain door and three large
windows. The North door is stepped and it hase fin
arch depicting animals (winged horses) and good
capitals. The apse and transepts have finely detbra
windows, interesting arches and fine capitals and
modillions.

See ‘Les Eglises Romanes en Poitou-Charente’ pag

D

91, ‘Poitou Roman’ pages 42 and 43 and ‘Haut Poitgu

Roman’ pages 340 and 341

This is a small church of Xlc origin. It is similty that
at Champiers. There are modillions including ‘image
of lust’ on the rounded apse. There is a smallwall
over the Xlic West door.

This church is isolated in a cemetery by the river
Vienne outside Chauvigny. It is of Carolingian amig
The church, except the North wall which may have
been rebuilt, has been built using small even stahe
has a rounded apse and a broader nave. Inside are
frescos. Against the South wall is what appeatsta
Roman mile-stone.

This church has been altered since it was buthén
Xllc. There are two Xlic rounded side chapels; the
South one has been heavily restored. Between them
the apse has been extended in the XVc. Over the
Gothic West door is a square tower; it is aboveralp
that has a cupola on trompes.
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St Savin sur Gartempe

East of Poitiers

Saix
Ste Radagonde

Northern extremity of
Vienne

Saulge

North-east of I'lsle Jourdain

Savigny sous Faye
St Pierre

North of Poitiers

This is a huge church of a former abbey. It dat@s
the XI/XllIcs. It has a high barrel vaulted navehnside
aisles. These are divided by tall columns with fine
capitals. The choir is rounded and has an ambylato
with radiating side chapels. Below it is a crypt.
Throughout the church and crypt are frescos thet af
amongst the finest in Europe for that period. Tiveye
restored during the last few years of the XXc.

See booklet, ‘La Fresque Romane’ pages 152 and
(and others) and ‘Haut Poitou Roman’ pages 116 td
133

Only the apse and door remain from this Romanesc
church. The remainder was rebuilt, probably in the
XIXc. The apse is rounded and without decoratidre
door has patterned stonework over it that is sinda
that at Arcay.

This church has a single nave with a West doortthst

been rebuilt. There is a small sculpture each cidlee
door; to the left, an animal uttering foliage andfte
right an angel. The nave has large Xllc windowseréf
are transepts; on the North one there is a weathere
sculptured plaque depicting Christ in a mandoré th
supported by two angels. There is a fine octagonal
tower over the crossing.

This church has a single nave, a flat ended apse an
stepped West door with a foliage pattern on thh.arc
There is a square tower with modern modillionshamn
top of the stairway and more near the top of theeto
they depict heads.

1U
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Sommiére du Clain

St Gaudent

South of Poitiers

Thuré

North-west of Chatellerault

Usson du Poitiers

St Pierre

South of Poitiers

This church has a rounded apse with one original
window; it lacks side columns and capitals. Thees a
two engaged columns with simple capitals of bare
foliage outlines. These are similar to those andar
The West door is stepped with capitals; at leastlas
been re-used from elsewhere; they depict lionsha f
foliage and a head that is within a hachettingguatt
There are two friezes with interlacings. Above Isa
of modillions.

See leaflet

This church retains a Xllc apse and transeptsnive
dates from the XVc. The apse is rounded and tisese
rounded chapel off each transept arm. The windows
have small capitals that depict lions, Greenmen and
foliage. Above is a line of modillions that haveals.
Inside the church, at the crossing and high up, are
capitals of lions, foliage and, on the North siae,
Greenman. The choir is long and it has two tall
engaged columns; on these and on the windows ar¢
foliage capitals.

D

This church was built in the Xlc. It was a Beneutiet
priory and a dependency of St Cyprien de Poitiers.
has a single nave with two narrow side aisles. The
south aisle was widened in the XIVc and side cheape
were added to the transepts. The apse is roundhede |1
is a cupola on trompes over which is a squat, gguar
tower with blind arches. The West facade has good
capitals by the door; they depict a leopard, a &od
winged monsters. Above the door are two capitals
depicting men and a bas-relief. The capitals inatisée
are very similar to those from St Hilaire le Graart
which are now at Ste Croix, Poitiers.
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Vaux en Couhé

South of Poitiers

Vaux sur Vienne

North-east of Poitiers

Vendeuvre du Poitou
St Aventin

North of Poitiers

Veniers

North of Poitiers

Vernon

South of Poitiers

Over the West fagade are two lines of modillions,
including one of intertwined snakes that is simitar
one at Champagne-St Hilaire. The West door is si&p
with a capital of a man holding two snakes, twadio
uttering foliage, a wrestler between the Devil and
person, a man with a palm and a man holding arcob
in each hand and having a ‘towel’ under each arme.
modillions depict a horse with a billet, heads ualthg
one of a pig. There is a single nave and a rouaged
with two horrid, large windows.

= =

This Xlic church has been heavily restored. Thesna
has side aisles; the choir is rounded and theae is
square tower with a modern spire over the crossing
Little of the original character remains.

This is a large church in the shape of an irregular
rectangle. It has a large nave that ends in fided
apse with a similar side aisle. The main nave gse a
are from the early XIIC and the side aisle is ldlie.
Dividing the nave and side aisle are some original
short, stout columns topped by capitals that have
simple carvings of foliage, people, a man chasing a
animal (perhaps a dog). On the South wall is a very|
worn stepped door; (it was being restored in 2086).
the West end is a tower over a narthex that le#ds i
the nave. The vaults of the choir and side aige ar
XV/XVilic.

This former Xllc church has a rounded apse and a
single nave with a XVIc South door. It is of little
interest.

Only the apse of this church is Romanesque. The
remainder is XIXc. The apse is rounded with column
and capitals that are very similar to those at S@ren
du Clan.
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Veziéres
St Pierre & St Paul

North of Poitiers

Vicqg sur Gartempe

East of Poitiers

Le Vigean

South-east of Poitiers and
South of L’Isle Jourdain
La Villedieu du Clain

South of Poitiers

Villesalem
Notre Dame

East of Poitiers

This church is Xllc, though there are bands ofitpet
appareil’ stonework at the base levels of the nthese
may be Xlc. Below a XIVc porch is a plain door from
the XIVc. There is a remade, rounded apse, a North
side aisle and a rectangular tower that are all tbs.

17

This Xllc church has a single nave with a simplestVe
door that is between two pairs of columns with
capitals; one has a small head, three depict ®liag
There is a rounded apse with a line of modilliond a
fortified space above it. Over the crossing is @ese
tower topped by a modern spire.

This church has the appearance of a Romanesque
church. It has a small polylobed West door.

Of Xllc origin, this church has been extensively

rebuilt. The nave with two narrow side aisles i@dkd
by modern pillars. There is a fine West fagade aith
stepped door with good capitals. Above is a linéref
modillions, a central window and three headlessistg
and a face.

This is a former Benedictine priory with a nave and
two side aisles. The apse is rounded and thersvare
side chapels. There is a fine West facade thatgely
obscured by a more recent building. This has a fine
decorated door and two side arches that also hae g
sculptures. The North wall of the nave is also detenl
with high quality sculptures. The South wall iscals
decorated.

See leaflets, ‘Poitou Roman’ page 43 and ‘Hautdroit
Roman’ pages 341 and 342
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Vivonne This was formerly a priory church. It has been tiyea
restored. The North transept is the oldest pattief

St Georges building; it dates from the mid Xlic; the choir and
South transept are from the late Xlic. The navelik
South of Poitiers and the tower by the South transept is from thecXIV
05.03.2009
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